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Elements of a Criminal Act
In the court of law, various considerations are often put in place before any sentencing of a reported case is done. One of the considerations is the elements of a criminal act, which includes a set of facts that must be considered and proven in order to proceed to a defendant's conviction (Maculan & Gil Gil, 2020). Therefore, an individual is deemed to have committed a crime if they act in a way that meets every element of the offense under consideration. In this case, the court's decision is based on various considerations; however, it is apparent that the court was not correct in dismissing the attempted killing charges in question. This is due to the associated elements of a criminal act that can be derived from the case.
Precisely, different aspects of the presented charges depict that the case should not be dismissed. However, to make conclusive decisions, the elements of a criminal act should be considered. Some of the considered details include the conduct or action, the accused's mental state at the moment of committing the crime, and the third element is the causation between the act and the effect (Maculan & Gil Gil, 2020). In this case, the consideration of the first element, that is, the conduct or act, involves voluntary bodily movements only, especially those that society is interested in preventing. The voluntary body movements described in the scenario include Patrice having the urge to kill Kayla and acting upon it by hiding by a building waiting for her to alight the bus. Moreover, Patrice fired a rifle at Kayla but missed. These voluntary body movements indicate what society is focused on preventing, that is, killing.
The second element, which involves the individual's mental state when committing the act, is also considered. Specifically, this element seeks to establish whether the defendant had criminal intent at the time of the crime (Maculan & Gil Gil, 2020). This element is vital since it is a requirement for any conviction to be implemented. In the scenario under consideration, Patrice was aware of her actions when carrying her rifle to kill her mother-in-law. Moreover, Patrice was aware of her position and decisions to hide behind a building and wait for her mother-in-law to accomplish her goal. Therefore, although her riffle malfunctioned, Patrice was willing and aware that she was aiming her rifle at Kayla with the intent to kill. This element defines another factor that is evident in the scenario and that the defendant acted purposely and had an underlying focus to acting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The consideration of causation between the act and the event is also essential in understanding the criminal act under consideration. Precisely, this element of a criminal act considers the presence of a cause for the events to occur (Maculan & Gil Gil, 2020). This can be the proximate cause, which refers to causation considered legally enough to support any liability. The reason can also be the but-for test, which involves conducting various tests, such as the likelihood of survival test. This test considers whether the defendant's actions compromised the victim's chance to survive, then they are considered guilty. Another framework used to establish the cause is associated with acceleration theory, which considers whether the defendant's actions resulted in the victim's death sooner than it would have otherwise happened (Maculan & Gil Gil, 2020). If so, the patient is found guilty. In this case, Patrice's actions compromised Kayla's chance of survival, whereby she aimed to kill her using her riffle, which was only hindered by the malfunction of the rifle.
Additionally, in the process of making a conviction, factors such as ethical or moralistic concerns are observed (Duff, 2019). This is essential since all practices associated with criminal law and convictions are governed by and built on ethics and morals. Therefore, in this case, the presented scenario includes the defendant's release, who, based on the analysis using the elements of a criminal act, should be convicted. The release is achieved through the use of impossibility as a legal defense. Specifically, the adopted type of impossibility defense is a factual impossibility. The defendant's attorney proposed the dismissal of the charge on the ground that the rifle malfunctioned; therefore, the defendant could not complete the crime and could not have harmed the defendant's victim (Yeager, 2017). 
It is considered ethical for a criminal defendant to take responsibility for the illegal actions (Duff, 2019). Therefore, it would be regarded as unethical to release a defendant deemed guilty from considering the case facts as required by the law. Moreover, ethics are essential since they guide the definition of criminal activity and the most acceptable punishment. In this case, the defendant's release may create more harm in society since the intent to commit the crime is evident in the defendant's actions. Moreover, killing is one of the actions that society seeks to prevent. Thus, it would be considered moral to hold individuals with the intent of killing others to protect the community and for them to face criminal responsibility.
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